Ólafur Sveinsson

Born in Iceland in 1960, Sveinsson's childhood was for the most part a happy one. He studied literature and philosophy at the university in Iceland in which he also founded a theatre. He spent a number of years working as a night-watchman in hotels, an office building and at a mental institution. For ten years, he worked as a tour guide in Iceland, and before this as a dock worker, builder, and at a whale catching station. In 1993, he published a volume of prose entitled "...og turninn rís hærra og hærra" (...and the tower rises higher and higher). He studied at the dffb (German Film and Television Academy Berlin), finishing his studies with an evening-filling documentary film "Nonstop" (Forum-Berlinale 1999) about the regular customers at a 24-hour petrol station in Berlin. The director, who lives in Berlin and Reykjavik, is now working simultaneously on documentary film trilogies about both cities. "The Slums of Reykjavik" (original title "Braggabúar") in 2001 and “Last Stop” (original title "Hlemmur") in 2002 are the two first films about Reykjavik. Shooting for the second Berlin film with the working title "Jan" is scheduled to start in autumn 2002.  

Films

Der Gynäkologe (The Gynaecologist), 1993    4'10'' mins.

Im tiefen Schlund der Nacht (In the Dark Abyss of Night), 1993    5'00'' mins.

Festivals:
Festival Rencontres des Premiers Films, Paris 

Camerimage Torun, Poland

Björt mey og hrein, 1994   17'00'' mins.

Das Warten (The Wait), 1994    21'00'' mins.

Loverman, 1995   25'30'' mins.

Stolz (Pride), 1996    20'00'' mins.

Festival: Interfilm Festival Berlin

Baby, 1997    9'30'' mins.

Festival: International Short Film Festival Oberhausen

Nonstop, 1998  78'00'' mins.

Festivals: Berlinale, International Forum

                Film Festival in Reykjavík

Braggabúar (The Slums of Reykjavik) 2001  82'00'' mins.

Hlemmur (Last Stop) 2002  86'00'' mins. 

Festivals: Nordic Filmdays Lubeck

                Göteborg Film Festival
